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thought that in tearing away the root, they were at
the same time tearing away the sucker; but the
sucker had already become a tree, with an indepen-
dent life of its own. If the temple had remained,
Christianity would certainly have been arrested in
its development. The temple, still standing, would
haye continued to be the centre of all Jewish activi-
ties. They would never have ceased to look upon
it as earth's most sacred spot; to resort to it in
pilgrimage; to bring thither their tribute. The
church of Jerusalem, assembled about the sacred
enclosure, would have continued, in virtue of its
primacy, to receive the homage of the whole world>
to persecute the Christians of the Pauline churches,
to exact circumcision and the practice of the Mosaic
Law from all who desired to call themselves disciples
of Jesus. All fruitful missionary effort would have
been forbidden: letters of obedience, signed at Jeru-
salem, would have been exacted from all wander-
ing preachers.1 A centre of infallible authority, a
patriarchate, residing in a kind of College of Car-

1  See the  letters  at the head of the Pseudo- Clementine
Homilies,